Unofficial Minutes of the City of Dighton
Regular Council Meeting held July 11, 2022

Mayor Annita Lorimor called the meeting to order at 5:28 pm in City Hall.  Those
present included: Council members Christine Birney-Carter, Janet Shapland, Marlene Rupp, Curt Hanna, Craig Doris.  Also present were Attorney Dale Pike, Sheriff Bryan Kough, Steve Porter, Crystal Hoffman, Ardith Scammehorn, Mathew Medill, Ajit Kumar, Superintendent Craig Collins and City Clerk Nicole Strobel.

Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter made the motion to approve the consent agenda, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Crystal Hoffman reported that she met with City Clerk Nikki Strobel and that the city had received their 2nd ARPA allotment and all has been spent, funds just need to be transferred and report filed.

Ardith Scammehorn from Dighton Housing Authority presented the council with a copy of the yearend report.

Steve Porter with KMEA reported they had spent about a week and half out of town working and they are changing poles out.

Fire Chief Craig Collins reported they are working on the ISO rating.  Hose testing needs done and wants the council to consider paying firemen a wage to help with the hose testing to help improve the ISO rating.

Superintendent Craig Collins reported they are behind with concrete work.  They will be starting street work next week and plan to work from 6 am -3 pm while the temperatures outside are in the triple digits.

City Clerk Nicole Strobel reported that quarterly reports had been filed.  Dates and time for hearing requests need to be set.

Councilwoman Janet Shapland reported she read an article that Lane County Fire received a grant for Jaws of Life.

Councilwoman Marlene Rupp reported she received a complaint about foxes after discussion it was determined the address was in the county.

Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter made the motion to amend the agenda, adding M. Sunday Beer Sales, N. KMIT, O. Audit Report, P. Disconnects and Q. Chickens, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Discussion on water rates was held and tabled until August meeting.

Mathew Medill went over the 2021 Audit Report with the council.  Councilman Curt Hanna made the motion to approve the 2021 Audit Report, Councilman Craig Doris seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Discussion and changes were made to the Employee Handbook.  Corrections and changes will be made and will be presented at August meeting for approval.

Superintendent Craig Collins reported that they have gotten the weeds in the bulb outs under control, no other work has been started.

Ajit Kumar with K & J Foods asked the council to consider Sunday beer sales.  After much discussion, Councilman Craig Doris made the motion to not allow sale of beer on Sundays, Councilwoman Janet Shapland seconded, yeas by Christine Birney-Carter, Janet Shapland and Craig Doris, nays by Curt Hanna and Marlene Rupp, motion carried.

Discussion was held on firemen’s wages, Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter made the motion to raise the wage to $20 per meeting and fire runs and $20 per hour for hose testing, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Discussion was held on bond payoff/CD, Councilman Craig Doris made the motion to put $1,055,000.00 in a 2-year CD at First State Bank of Healy, Councilwoman Marlene Rupp seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Bids were looked at for security camera at the pool, Councilwoman Marlene Rupp made the motion to go with the bid from Central Plains Computer Service, Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter seconded, yeas by Curt Hanna, Christine Birney-Carter, Marlene Rupp and Craig Doris, nay by Janet Shapland, motion carried.

Discussion was held about the tree at 100 E. Cherry.  Superintendent Craig Collins said he will talk to property owner.

Discussion was held on the error made on an employee’s insurance, Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter made the motion to reimburse the employee, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Mayor Annita Lorimor reported she talked to Richard McLeon from Lane-Scott Electric and he was unable to attend the city council meeting as they had a Lane-Scott meeting the same night.

Councilman Craig Doris made the motion to approve STO Ordinance #707, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Councilman Craig Doris made the motion to approve UPOC Ordinance #708, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Steve Porter talked about the electric rate study and a capital improvement fund for electric.

Discussion was held on cost of golf cart fees.  No. action was taken at this time.

Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter talked about how more electrical outlets were needed in the City Office, discussion was tabled until more bids are received.

Discussion on music in the City Office/outside was tabled.

Councilman Craig Doris made the motion to approve Resolution 2022-2, Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Discussion was held on delinquent utility accounts and dates and times were set for hearings.  City Attorney agreed to draft a past due accounts letter to be mailed.

Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter made the motion to allow Wesley Bunch to have chickens, Councilwoman Janet Shapland seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Discussion on wages was tabled.

Councilwoman Christine Birney-Carter made the motion to approve bills, Councilman Curt Hanna seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.

Councilman Curt Hanna made the motion to adjourn, Councilman Craig Doris seconded, yeas by all, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm.



____________________                                           ________________________
Annita Lorimor, Mayor                                              Nicole Strobel, City Clerk

